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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Negro in Virginia Politics, 1865-1902. By Richard L. Mor- 
ton, Ph.D., Phelps Stokes Fellow in the University of Virginia, 
1917-1918. Charlottesville, Virginia, 1919. Pp. 199. Price, 
$1.50. 

This is the fourth number of a series of studies in the race prob- 
lem promoted by the Phelps Stokes Fund with a view to interesting 
a larger number of southern white scholars in this field. The 
seriousness of the problem during recent years has driven home the 
thought that without scientific investigation it will be extremely 
difi&cult to find a rational basis upon which the two races may co- 
operate for the greatest good of the greatest number. These mono- 
graphs are very much like the addresses and studies of the Uni- 
versity Commission making an effort to meet this need. Judged 
from the value of the monographs hitherto produced, however, one 
must express the regret that these works do not measure up to thie 
desired standard. The chief difficulty lies in the misconception that 
the whole matter of readjustment may be effected by using the white 
man only. He is to do the thinking, outline the method of attack, 
and direct the movement. The Negro, the other half of the equa- 
tion, has not been invited to share this work and the writers 
making these investigations are unfortunately biased rather than 
scientific. 

The purpose of this monograph is to show the bad effects of 
Negro suffrage which had no place in Lincoln 's plan of Reconstruc- 
tion or in the early Congressional plan, but was forced upon the 
South by a group of aggressive radicals led by Thaddeus Stevens 
and Charles Sumner as a means of their personal aggrandizement 
and of executing punishment and revenge upon the Southern States. 
It is not true that these two statesmen desired to force Negro rule 
upon the South. They tried to give that section a democratic gov- 
ernment. At first they advised the Negroes to choose for their 
leaders the intelligent southern whites and the Negroes entreated 
their former masters to serve them in this capacity. When the 
whites refused to cooperate, therefore. Congress could do nothing 
else but make the Negroes the basis of the reconstructed govern- 
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ments. From this partisan point of view only then the monograph 
is very much of a success. The writer suffered from a preoccupa- 
tion of mind and in his researches was governed accordingly. He 
knew what he wanted to write and found facts to assist him toward 
this end. 

The book covers in detail form the beginnings of Negro suf- 
frage in Virginia, the campaign of 1867 in which radicals and 
Negroes drew the color line, the constitutional convention of 
1867-68, the committee of nine, the campaign of 1869, the restora- 
tion of Virginia, the elimination of the Carpetbaggers from 1869 
to 1879, the Readjuster movement in Virginia from 1879 to 1883, 
politics and race friction from 1885 to 1900, the constitutional con- 
vention of 1901-1902, and the new constitution. He, therefore, 
discusses certain topics already treated in J. A. C. Chandler 's Bep- 
resentation in Virginia, and The History of Suffrage in Virginia; 
J. P. McConnell's Negroes and their Treatment in Virginia from 
1865-1867; H. J. Eckenrode's The Political History of Virginia 
during Reconstruction; and C. C. Pearson's The Readjuster Move- 
ment in Virginia. 

The author makes a survey of the situation prior to the Civil 
War, explaining why the aristocratic Virginians long since accus- 
tomed to rule even by excluding the poor whites from the electorate 
could not tolerate the enfranchisement of the Negroes. An effort 
is made also to show that inasmuch as most of the Northern States 
prior to the Civil War had not accepted Negro siiffrage, it was 
natural for the southern people to be opposed to such a policy. To 
strengthen this point he refers to such authorities as Oliver P. Mor- 
ton, Governor Andrew and Abraham Lincoln. 

The author considers the Negro a failure in politics and sup- 
ports his contention by a quotation from Greorge W. Murray, who 
felt that it was the mistake of the nineteenth century to attempt to 
make the ex-slave a governor before he had learned to be governed 
and of Booker T. Washington who said, "There is no doubt but 
that we made a mistake at the beginning of our freedom of putting 
the emphasis on the wrong end. Politics and the holding of office 
were too largely emphasized almost to the exclusion of every in- 
terest." 

Since the Negro has been eliminated, the author seems to rejoice 
that the races in Virginia now work t(^ether in harmony and are 
friends. He believes that this relationship will continue only so 
long as no exterior factor disturbs the equilibrium and concludes 
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with a quotation from John Sharp Williams who feels that "It will 
be well that wise men think more, that good men pray more and 
that all men talk less and curse less. ' ' If the author really intends 
to set forth the views of such radicals as John Sharp Williams as 
those upon which the races may expect to cooperate in the South, 
he might have added his recent pronunciamento that "when it 
comes to maintaining the honor of a white woman the South re- 
spects no law human or divine." 

These observations are sufficient to establish the idea of the book. 
The Negro during the Reconstruction period was a failure. The 
white man who has been restored to absolute power so as to estab- 
lish social ostracism, segregation and lynching is a success. In 
other words, the whole study is from the white man 's point of view. 
The Negro has no political rights which the white man should 
respect and unless things are in conformity with the white man's 
prejudice they are wrong. 

No one would gainsay that the enfranchisement of all ex-slaves 
was a mistake. Oliver P. Morton, and Governor Andrew, of Massa- 
chusetts, were to some extent right in their criticism of such a 
policy. It would have been much better to have followed Abraham 
Lincoln's plan of enfranchising those Negroes who were owners of 
property or able to read and write and those white men who had not 
taken any part in the Rebellion. While it should not have been ex- 
pected that ex-slaves could administer the affairs of the country it 
could not, on the other hand, have been imagined that their masters 
who had begrudgingly abandoned their title to men as property 
would in a few years deal with them as one should with human 
beings. As a matter of fact the black codes which the Southern 
States enacted immediately after the war show the inability of the 
aristocratic southerners to deal humanely with a subject people. 
If, therefore, Abraham Lincoln's policy, of gradually recruiting 
voters from such blacks as gave evidence of wealth and education 
and from such whites as manifested a disposition to do the right 
thing by the country and by the freedmen had been followed, the 
mistakes of the Reconstruction would have been avoided. 

The Negro Trail Blazers of California. By Deull^h L. Beaslby, 

Los Angeles, California, 1919. Pp. 317. 

This is, according to the author, a compilation of records from 
the California Archives in the Bancroft Library at the University 
of California and from the diaries, papers and conversations of 



